Traditional industry notes for Schoharie County, NY:

Join Other Distribution Centers

The region is home to distribution centers for companies such as Wal-Mart, Target, Rite-Aid, and Family Dollar. With total employment of 4,665 in 2006, it is the largest of the export industries. Job growth in this industry has been robust, more than doubling since 2000. Annual industry wages averaged $31,400 in 2006.

Manufacturing Jobs for Centuries 

Primary metal manufacturing rose 11.6 percent in the Mohawk Valley from 2003 – 2006 with the average wage in this industry at $43,700 in 2006. Plus, Schoharie County is home to plastics manufacturers making large scale medical device packages for international companies to finite detailed parts for the US Department of Defense. This activity also represents a perfect supply chain business for multiple industries. And, limestone has been mined in Schoharie County for decades making the area a key resource in roadway engineering and construction. Now, due to the quality of the limestone, an opportunity for pharmaceutical products also exists.

Resort Destination Development

Schoharie County has thrived on tourism since the late 1800’s. The unique mineral healing waters found naturally in Schoharie County have always drawn visitors and recently sparked interest of a Korean investment group, too. Howe Caverns has been the foothold destination for travelers being the second most visited natural attraction in New York State, 2nd only to Niagara Falls. New ownership and vision for the property will launch an enhanced experience at the site in coming years. Finally, the beautiful working landscapes, rich history and access to 55% of the US and Canadian populations lends itself to even more resort destination activities.

The Agriculture Tradition
Once known as the Breadbasket of the American Revolution, Schoharie County has produced bushels to tons of fresh products from both animals and earth. In fact, agriculture continues to be the #1 industry of the area. New value-added businesses for local products are considered top priority for the local community. Right to Farm laws have been enacted and farmland protection programs are widely supported county-wide.
